Docket No. 0504-1017 
Reply to Office Action of June 16, 2005 

Appln. No. 09/486,065 

REMARKS 

This application has been amended in a manner that is 
believed to place it in condition for allowance at the time of 
the next Official Action . 

Claims 21-33, 38-39, 42-43, 64 and 68-69 are pending in 
the present application. Claims 19-20, 34-37, 40-41, 44-63, and 
65-67 have been canceled. As a result, the remaining independent 
claim in the present application is claim 68. 

In the outstanding Official Action, claims 19-24 and 
27-33 were rejected under 35 USC §102 (b) as allegedly being 
anticipated by VANDERBILT. Applicants believe the present 
amendment obviates this rejection. 

As noted above, claims 19-2 0 have been canceled. Claims 
27-33 are dependent on claim 68. As a result, applicants believe 
the present amendment obviates this rejection. 

Claims 19-22 were rejected under 35 USC §102 (b) as 
allegedly being anticipated by YAGI et al . Applicants believe 
that the present amendment obviates this rejection. 

Claims 19-20 have been canceled. Claims 21-22 are now 
dependent on claim 68. Thus, the present amendment obviates this 
re j ection . 

Claims 19-22, 27, 28, 31, 32, 68 and 69 were rejected 
under 35 USC §102 (b) as allegedly being anticipated by OSAMU et 
al . This rejection is respectfully traversed. 
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In imposing the rejection, the Office Action contends 
that Osamu et al . discloses that monomers can be polymerized to 
form an intraocular lens having a rigid part and flexible part. 

However, the Examiner is respectfully reminded that 
claim 68 relates an intraocular lens comprising a flexible 
material and at least one relatively rigid material, wherein the 
flexible material comprises functional groups anchored on the 
material of the lens, which allows for the copolymer izat ion of 
the unsaturated bonds present in these groups to a mixture of 
monomers and/or polymers. 

This stands in contrast to the teachings of OSAMU. 

OSAMU discloses an intraocular lens obtained by 
molding. The lens contains an optical part and a haptic part 
(peripheral part) , which have different modulus in tension and 
glass transition points. 

In OSAMU, a rigid material (having a high glass 
transition temperature) is first elaborated, and then in a second 
step, the optical part is softened ( "elasticized" ) in the whole 
depth of the material by a chemical reaction, for example by an 
esterif ication reaction. Thus, OSAMU does not teach a material 
with functional groups anchored on the material. 

The implant which obtained by OSAMU is a monobloc and 
mono-material. The further stands in contrast with the present 
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invention because the implant of the present invention is 
monobloc and bi-material. 

The claimed intraocular lens utilizes a chemical 
modification based on grafting with the anchoring of functional 
groups, (see p. 6, 1. 14-24) at the periphery of the material 
(namely, not in depth) . The anchoring of functional groups does 
not harden the treated zone but provides at the periphery of the 
optical material some insaturated bonds which can be then 
copolymerised with monomers in order to obtain a rigidif ication 
(increase of the glass transition temperature) . 

As a result, the claimed intraocular lens is 
structurally distinct from the one disclosed by OSAMU. Indeed, at 
this time, the Examiner's attention is respectfully directed to 
the figure attached with this amendment. These distinct 
structures are shown in the enclosed figures, which compare the 
structure of the material of the intraocular lens of the 
invention and that of OSAMU. 

Thus, in view of the above, applicants believe that 
OSAMU fails to anticipate or render obvious the claimed 
invention . 

Claims 68 and 69 were rejected under 35 USC §102 (e) as 
allegedly being anticipated by BENZ et al . Applicants believe 
that the present amendment obviates this rejection. 
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In imposing the rejection, the Office Action contends 
that BENZ discloses a lens made of a flexible material and a 
rigid material (col. 3, 1.26, 41-43) in combination with 
chemically modifying the material via polymerization (col. 4, 1. 
62-67) . The Office Action also contends that reaction functions 
can be used to structurally modify the material having at least 
one reactive compound (col. 5, 1. 6, 7, 36 and 37). 

However, BENZ does not disclose chemically modifying 
the material via polymerization. BENZ also fails to disclose 
reaction functions anchored to a material as recited in the 
claimed invention. In fact, nowhere does BENZ disclose chemically 
modifying the material in a specific way by anchoring functional 
groups which can be co-polymerised with a mixture of monomers. 

Thus, in view of the above, applicants believe that 
BENZ fails to anticipate or render obvious the claimed invention. 

Claims 25-36 were rejected under 35 USC §103 (a) as 
allegedly being unpatentable over VANDERBILT x 506 in view of 
FREEMAN et al . Claim 26 was rejected under 35 USC §103 (a) as 
allegedly being unpatentable over VANDERBILT in view of BOS et 
al. Claims 34-35 were rejected under 35 USC §103 (a) as allegedly 
being unpatentable over VANDERBILT in view of SHERR et al . 
Claims 36-39, 42, 43, and 64 were rejected under 35 USC §103 (a) 
as allegedly being unpatentable over VANDERBILT et al . in view of 
WANG et al. 
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As noted above, Claims 21-33, 38-39, 42-43, 64 and 68- 
69 are pending in the present application. Claims 19-20, 34-37, 
40-41, 44-63, and 65-67 have been canceled. As a result, 
applicants believe the present amendment obviates this rejection. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, 
concurrent, and future replies, to charge payment or credit any 
overpayment to Deposit Account No. 25-012 0 for any additional 
fees required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.16 or under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17. 

Respectfully submitted, 

YOUNG & THOMPSON 

dh fattS- 

Philip Dlibois, Reg. No. 50 , 696 
745 South 23 rd Street 
Arlington, VA 22202 
Telephone (703) 521-2297 
Telefax (703) 685-0573 
(703) 979-4709 

PD/mjr 
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APPENDIX: 

The Appendix includes the following item(s) : 
- Figure relating to Osamu and Patent Application 
No. 09/486065 
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